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PREPTACE 


The present issue of Education Abstracts is devoted to recent literature on education in one 
particular country, Japan. From time to time this method of reporting has been adopted as an aid 
to comparative educationists who wish to study educational systems in countries in which recent 
developments are of particular interest. Thus the issue of November 1953 (Vol. V, No.9) dealt with 
«Education in the German Federal Republic» and that of November 1954 (Vol. VI, No.9) with «Edu- 


cation in Yugoslavia». 


The introductory essay and the abstracts in this issue are by Professor Ryoji Ito, Head, Research 
Section, Ministry of Education, Tokyo. In requesting Professor lto to prepare the essay, the Secre- 
tariat particularly asked that special attention should be paid to literature on education in Japan 
available in other languages. This explains why much of the introductory essay deals with literature 
in English. Although it is very likely that works on Japanese education have been written by com- 
parative educationists in non - English - speaking countries, it would appear that English is the only 
foreign language of wide communication in which they are published or readily available in Japan. 
This study, then, reflects the judgment of a distinguished-Japanese educator as to the material about 
education in his own country which is of greatest value to the foreigner. 


A survey of Japanese educational literature by a foreigner, who nevertheless knows the country 
well, has recently been published in the United States of America. This is The Literature of Japanese 
Education 1945-1954, compiled by Dr. W.C. Eells, formerly adviser on higher education in the Civil 
Information and Education Section of General Headquarters, Supreme Commander for the Allied Powers, 
Tokyo. Published by the Shoe String Press, Hamden, Connecticut, it contains annotated references 


to over 1800 publications. 























































































EDUCATION IN JAPAN 


Since the war over 5,000 Japanese publications in the field of education have been listed in the 
Kyoiku Shuppan Butsu Mokuroku (Japanese National Bibliography) compiled monthly by the Diet 
Library, or in the Education Section of Shuppan Nenkan (Publications Yearbook) published by the 
Shuppan News Co (1650 p. 1,500 yen). (1) Many of the authors are on the staffs of teachers’ 
colleges or are Ministry of Education officials. In 1955, over 50 educational periodicals 
(monthly or quarterly), produced mainly by professors in teachers' colleges, were also listed in 
these bibliographies. 








For anyone wishing to study Japanese educational literature since 1952, Jiji Kyoiku Nenkan 
(Jiji Education Yearbook), published by Jiji Press, Tokyo, is valuable for its analysis of current 
trends in educational publications and its annotated bibliographies. The latest edition was 
published in 1956 (595 p., 700 yen). Topics in the Jiji listing include: principles and history of 
education; curricula content and teaching methods; education of handicapped children; teachers' 
problems; social education; educational organization, administration and finance; textbooks; 
and current educational events. Publications in foreign languages are not listed in these 
bibliographies. 





Gakusei 80 Nen Shi (Eighty Years of Educational Development) edited by the Ministry of 
Education with the co-operation of specialists of the National Educational Institute and university 
professors, was published in 1954 by the Printing Office, Ministry of Finance, Tokyo (1220 p., 
1,000 yen). This is probably the most useful book for those desiring an historical perspective of 
education in Japan. It divides the development of Japanese education into six periods: 
introduction of the modern education system (1872-1885); its organization (1886-1898); 
consolidation of the system (1899-1916); extension (1917-1936); war-time education (1937-1945); 
the building up of a new democratized system (1945-1953). It also contains an appendix summari- 
zing the orders, laws, regulations and statistics of the 80-year period. There is a useful index. 





For a study of the history of education in Japan in English, Education in the New Japan, 
published in 1948 by the General Headquarters of the Supreme Commander for the Allied Powers 
(SCAP), is helpful. This consists of two volumes. Volume I includes a brief historical back- 
ground of Japanese education and a survey of Japanese education immediately before the war. 
Volume II presents important documents of the Allied Powers, SCAP Directives to the Japanese 
Government, and selected official Japanese documents. 








Since 1945, the educational system in Japan has undergone fundamental and drastic reforms 
with reorientation of the whole structure of education in terms of the new social and political 
objectives of personal freedom, democracy and decentralization of nationalistic controls. The 
first epochal changes were brought about under the direction of the Occupation authorities as 
described in their report entitled Administration of the Educational System of Japan (1945). The 
post-war educational reforms effected by the Japanese authorities with the advice of the Occupation 
authorities were based on the recommendations contained in the Report of the U.S. Education 
Mission to Japan (1946), and the Second Report of the U.S. Education Mission to Japan (1950). 














These reports were prepared with the co-operation of SCAP, and of a committee of Japanese 
educators, later called "The Japanese Education Reform Council", To meet the U.S. Mission 
recommendations, Education Reform in Japan - the Present Status and the Problems Involved - 
(English edition, 196 p.) was published in 1950 by the Council (Chairman, S. Nambara, President 
of the Tokyo University). This report described the current status of important educational 
problems and formulated recommended policies. 





The Ministry of Education also published a report entitled Progress of Education Reform 
in Japan (English edition) in 1950 (194 p.) which describes the five years' progress in the fields 
of primary, secondary and higher education, and stresses difficult unsolved problems such as: 
a common lack of discipline among pupils; lack of pupil guidance by teachers; and a trend toward 
lowering of standards as shown by the results of intelligence and achievement tests. The Ministry 








(1) Rate of exchange: 360 yen= U.S. $1. 
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of Education concludes that these problems stem largely from inadequate comprehension of 
modern democratic aims and inadequate educational expenditures. 


Post-War Developments in Japanese Education was published in two volumes in 1952 after 
the termination of the Occupation. Volume I (397 p.) deals with major developments in Japanese 
education during the post-war period. It is narrative in form and carries a minimum of docu- 
mentation except for chapters dealing with the legal structure of the reorganized educational 
system and the financial provision for its support. Footnotes have been kept to a minimum. 
Volume II (447 p.) is divided into two parts: Part I presents post-war laws and Cabinet Orders 
relating to education in Japan, Part II treats statistical information relating to education in 
Japan, 1940-1952. Data presented in the second volume are from official Japanese sources. 





The three major publications in the English language mentioned above, particularly 
Post-War Developments in Japanese Education, are excellent sources of information on the newly 
organized education in Japan. They not only compare present conditions with those of the pre- 
war period, but suggest the future trend in various fields. 





For foreigners studying the new education in Japan, the most useful introductory publication 
is Education in Japan, A Graphic Presentation, compiled by the Ministry of Education and 
published by Tokyo Kyoiku Kenkyusho, Tokyo. (62 p., $2.00). The first edition of this book was 
published in 1954. The original Japanese edition, published in 1953 by Shogaku Kan, Tokyo, was 
compiled to give educational administrators and the general public interested in education in 
Japan a basic understanding of the new system of education and information on the current status 
of post-war Japanese education. The Japanese edition has been read widely among the Japanese, 
The first English edition was prepared by the Ministry of Education in response to requests from 
educators of other countries. In the second edition published in 1956 more current data are 
employed and there is an historical survey of Japanese education, together with an analysis of 
geographic and economic factors. The text is illustrated by 52 charts in colour. 





The purpose of the new education is stated in the Fundamental Law of Education (1947): to 
aim at the full development of personality, endeavouring to form citizens, sound in mind and body, 
who will love truth and justice, esteem individual values, respect labour, have a deep sense of 
responsibility, and be imbued with an independent spirit, as builders of a peaceful society and 








State. This law replaced the Imperial Rescript on Education, which formerly laid down the 
national purposes and objectives of Japanese education. As aresult, various books concerning 
the philosophy and principles of democracy have been published, Some provided a good 


introduction to democracy, as for instance translations of the works of John Dewey. However, as 
the Japanese were emancipated very suddenly from the old feudalistic doctrines some time 
elapsed before the implications of the new order were fully realized. Dr. Teiyu Amano, former 
Minister of Education, noted current undesirable trends in his Dotoku Jissen Yoryo (Handbook of 
Moral Doctrine) published in 1953 by Kento Sha Co. , Tokyo, (43 p., 50 yen) and advocated a 
practical morality based on humanism. Dr. Amano's concepts strongly influenced Japanese 
thinking, and eventually resulted in the development of a curriculum for promoting moral 
education. 





Laws and ordinances, orienting the new aims of education and establishing the present 
6-3-3-4 school system,(1) new education curricula, courses of study, teaching methods and 
wholesale reorganization of the educational administration, are described in a booklet entitled 
Educational Law and Regulations in Japan (English edition) published in 1953 by the Ministry of 
Education, and in the SCAP report Post-War Developments in Japanese Education, Volume II, 
Part I, mentioned above. The new laws encourage greater spontaneity and activity on the part of 
students. The content of each subject taught in primary and secondary schools is oriented by 
Courses of Study Guides published by the Ministry of Education. Particular stress is given to 
social studies and the national language. (2) 














(1) These figures refer to the length in years of the primary, lower secondary, upper 
secondary, and higher education courses respectively. 
(2) A brief account of Japanese educational reform is given in: Stoetzel, Jean. Without the 


Chrysanthemum and the Sword; a Study of the Attitudes of Youth in Post-War Japan. 
London, Wm. Heinemann; Paris, Unesco, 1955. 334 p., pl. pp. 98-106. French edition 
published jointly by Plon and Unesco, Paris, 1954, (Editor's note. ) 
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The extreme complexity of the Japanese written language has long been the most difficult 
problem of Japanese education. Much study has been given to simplifying the written language 
and remarkable progress has been made since the war. The general interest of the people, 
partly influenced by the U.S. Mission recommendations, has been aroused concerning this 
problem. The Government has effected a series of programmes of language simplification, 
including a reduction in the standard number of Chinese characters, or Kanji (1946), and the 
institution of standard instruction in Katakana, Hiragana and Romaji (Roman spelling) for use in 
primary and lower secondary schools. Articles and reports of research studies on Japanese 
language education were published in the Kokuritsu Kokugo Kenkyusho Nempo (Annual Report of 
the National Language Research Institute) in Tokyo in 1950. In Part IV, “Chinese Characters or 
Roman Letters", of Education for a New Japan (New Haven, Conn., Yale University Press, 1949, 
503 p.), Robert King Hall, former head of the Civil Information and Education Section, SCAP, 
set forth his views concerning this problem; the rest of the book deals with various fields of 
education in Japan. 








With few exceptions the more than 450 universities and colleges in Japan are still involved 
in serious difficulties relative to physical plant and teaching staff. The old universities have not 
yet been fully integrated into the new university system, with the result that many administrative 
problems have arisen, as pointed out by Dallas Finn in his article Japanese Universities Today" 
(The Yale Review, Summer 1954. New Haven, Conn.). 





Teachers' unions have been encouraged during the past ten years. In their national study 
conventions held annually since 1951, current educational problems have been discussed under 
the direction of university professors. Nihon no Kyoiku (Education in Japan), published first in 
1953 by the Iwanami Book Co., Tokyo (501 p., 400 yen), is the official record of these 
conventions. Discussions have been oriented round the concept of Education for Peace, and 
recommendations frequently run counter to established government policy. 





After the war, educational research surveys conducted according to standard scientific 
methods were inaugurated. These surveys, carried out mainly by local and central educational 
research institutes, teachers' colleges and the Ministry of Education, serve as a basis for 
planning policy at the local and national levels. Local Educational Expenditures in Japan 1949-50 
reported the first nation-wide statistical survey; it was conducted by the Ministry of Education 
the report being published in 1952. Subsequent annual surveys have been published under the 
same titles for the fiscal years 1950-51, 1951-52 and 1952-53. Local Educational Expenditures 
in Japan is an English translation of a summary of Chiho Kyoikuhi Chosa - Chicho Kyoiku 
Gyosei Chosa (Survey of Local Educational Expenditures - Organizations and Functions of Local 
Educational Administration) published by the Ministry of Education. 











The abstracts which follow cover a selection of the most important literature, many of the 
works being in Japanese. Enquiries concerning any of the items mentioned in this essay or in 
the abstracts which follow should be made through local booksellers or if these are not successful 
may be referred to the Japanese National Commission for Unesco, Ministry of Education, 
4 Kasumigaseki 3 - chome, Chiyoda-ku, Tokyo, Japan. 


to 
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FURTHER READING 


General 


Ito,Ryoji. ‘Reform in Education", Contemporary Japan: A Review of Far Eastern 





Affairs, 1955. Vol. XXIII, Nos. 10-12, pp. 650-668. Tokyo, Foreign Affairs 


Association of Japan. 


Sketches the development of Japanese education during the past ten years. The 
sections on university students and on teachers' pay, welfare and their unions, are 
particularly useful. The author does not express his opinions, the article being rather 
historical and factual. 


Iwanami's Thesis Series: Kyoiku (Education), published by Iwanami Book Co., 1952-53, 
8 vols. Each vol. 300 - 370 p., 250 yen. 


Vol. 1. The World and Japan. The world situation at the end of the war and what 
is expected of education. 





Vol. 2. Problems of Japan. Describes the process and problems of democrati- 
zation in post-war Japan, and reviews education in the same period. 





Vol. 3. Educationin Japan, After reviewing Japanese culture in relation to 
modern life, discusses fundamental problems of educational practice such as the relation 
between industry and education, experience and knowledge, spontaneous spirit and 
leadership, value and valuation. 





Vol. 4-6. Schools of Japan. Investigates the problems of school education in 
Japan from the social and economic points of view and explains the Content of each 





curriculum. 


Vol. 7. Children of Japan. Suggests solutions to the various problems concerning 
the welfare of Japanese children, their physical and mental development, their daily life, 
environment, etc. 





Vol. 8. Teachers of Japan. Suggests solutions to the problems with which 
Japanese teachers are concerned: political activity, ethics, research activity, relations 
with Parent-Teacher Associations, teachers' union movement and teacher training. 





Japan. Mombusho (Ministry of Education)... Mombusho Nempo (Annual Report of the 
Ministry of Education). Tokyo. 





Contains major documents, laws and regulations, statistics and other materials on 
education, science and culture. The latest volume covers the period 1953-54. 


Nippon Kyoiku no Genjyo (The Present Status 
of Education in Japan). Tokyo, Zaimu Kyokai, 1954. 445 p. 400 yen. 





This document, a "White Paper" of the Japanese Government, was compiled by 
governmental officials of primary, secondary and higher education, social education, 
administration and research. It explains the present status and problems of education in 
Japan viewed particularly from the standpoint of "equal opportunities". It describes what 
measures were taken to solve the problems of unequal opportunities of education caused by 
geographical conditions (isolated areas), physical handicaps, poverty, etc., and shows to 
what extent these have been attained. Statistical data are given. 


Gakko Kihon Chosa (Basic Statistics of 





Schools and Universities). Annually. 


Contains statistics on the number of schools, teachers, students, educational 
facilities, equipment, expenditure. The latest volume covers 1954-55. 
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5, Japan. Mombusho (Ministry of Education). Japan: Education and Culture. Tokyo, 
1955. 68 p. 





Contains nine articles on the following topics: equal educational opportunities 
and the school system in Japan; painting by children; a Westerner's view of Japanese 
culture; Amano Hashidate (Japanese landscape painting); the National Museum of Modern 
Art; the Japanese Science Council; universities in Japan; Japanese Government foreign 
scholarship grants; list of major publications of the Ministry of Education. 


The preface expresses the hope that this booklet will continue to contribute towards 
a better understanding of Japanese education and culture, thereby promoting the interest 
and friendship of the people of the world towards this country. 


7, Kugimoto,Hisaharu. "Unesco Activities in Japan", Contemporary Japan, Vol. XXIII, 
Nos. 4-6, 1955. Tokyo, Foreign Affairs Association of Japan. 





After the restoration of sovereignty through the signing of the Peace Treaty, 
Japan's Unesco movement entered a new phase of development. This essay presents a 
short history of the movement, the results achieved and the particular problems it has 
encountered. 


8, Kyoikugaku Jiten (Encyclopedia of Education). Tokyo, Heibonsha, 1954-55. 5 vols. 
Each vol. 500 p., 1,200 yen. 





This important publication is the result of recent progress in the field of educational 
research in Japan. It consists of more than 3, 800 items, of varying length, dealing with 
such topics as educational theories, educational terms, teaching programmes and methods, 
the history and present state of education in various countries, biographies of important 
educationists, etc. Each item was entrusted to specialists in the relevant branch of 
educational research. The most important subjects were studied exhaustively by a 
symposium of experts before being written up by one member of the group. There area 
number of illustrations and an annotated bibliography of important textbooks. 


9, Orr, Mart T. "Military Occupation of Japan''. The Yearbook of Education, 1954. London, 
Evans Bros. Ltd., 1954. 623 p. pp. 413-424. 





The author, former Chief of the Education Division, Civil Information and Education 
Section of SCAP, gives a brief outline of educational reforms carried out under the Allied 
Occupation, in respect of educational aims, school administration, curriculum and textbooks. 
Methods and techniques of reform are also described. 


During the reform, stress was placed upon the efforts to establish a close relation- 
ship between the people of Japan and their educational system. Inthe long run, Dr. Orr 
observes, it is likely that this will be of much more significance than the details of reform. 
The efforts of the Occupation were the product of a partnership dedicated to the pursuit of 
mutual goals. 


History of Japanese Education 





10. Karasawa, Tomitaro. Nippon Kyoikushi (History of Education in Japan). Tokyo, 
Seibundo Shinkosha, 1953. 304 p. 260 yen. 





The history of education in Japan has been studied mainly in terms of the mere 
history of educational practice and thought. Dr. Karasawa's book tries to show educational 
developments in relation to the whole social structure and Japanese way of life. It divides 
educational history into four periods; ancient, medieval, post-medieval and modern. 

Dr. Karasawa refers to modes of living characterizing each social class and various 
patterns of education which resulted from these modes. He also describes the educational 
methods employed for the common people as well as for the ruling class in the past. 
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Kyoiku Bunkashi Taikei (The Outline of Educational History). Ed. by S. Ishiyama, 





T. Kaigo, S. Murakami and S. Umene., Tokyo, Kaneko Shobo, 1954-55. 12 vols. 
Each vol. 400-450 p., 480-690 yen. 


A comprehensive historical survey of the development of education in Japan from 
the Meiji Period to the present day. 


Educational Philosophy and Principles of Education 








Hidaka, Daishiro. Kyoiku-Kaikaku eno Michi (The Way of Educational Reform). Tokyo, 
Yoyosha, 1954. 392p. 250 yen. 





The author, Director of the Educational Institute attached to the International 
Christian University in Tokyo, was Vice-Minister of Education. In this book he sets out 
what education should do to contribute to the peace of the world and the welfare of humanity 
by consolidating the foundations of a democracy. Education should aim at the full develop- 
ment of personality, as well as contribute to the creation and development of culture, The 
author's efforts to realize this ideal during his five years as policy maker after the war 
are also described. 


Iglehart, C.W. "Japan''. The Yearbook of Education, 1951. London, Evans Bros. Ltd., 
1951. 674 p. pp. 655-668. 





The author is Honorary Secretary, National Christian Council of Japan. This 
article is divided into five sections: (1) Traditional Japanese morals, (2) Morals and 
the educational system, (3) Japan's current moral dilemmas, (4) The contemporaneous 
moral scene, (5) Education for morals in the new Japan. Dr. Iglehart traces the history 
of moral education in Japan and emphasizes the significance of Shinto, Buddhism and 
Confucianism in building the character of the Japanese people before World War II. These 
religious or ethical systems had provided the essential principles on which moral education 
in all schools was based. 


The author observes that Japan is faced with serious moral dilemmas. As this 
article was written during the Allied Occupation, the author concludes that "until political 
freedom is recovered, moral life will be subject to the distortions and moral dilemmas 
created by wars" and that the solution to Japan's moral problems lies outside Japan. 


Kaigo,Tokiomi. Kyoiku Genri (Principles of Education). Tokyo, Asakura Shoten, 1950. 
320 p. 480 yen. 


This attempt to establish principles for the development of modern education is 
deeply rooted in the realities of education and presents a consistent system; it is something 
more than a mere idealistic introduction to educational theory or a general outline of 
pedagogical science. The author, dissatisfied with conventional treatises on education 
which were inclined to understand ''the human intercourse in education" only as a contact 
between teachers and pupils in classrooms, tries to approach the subject from a new 
angle.: "an educator in community" and "an educator in the formation of personalities 
of pupils". 


King Hall, Robert. ‘Japan: Are All Gods Equal?'', The Yearbook of Education, 1950. 
London, Evans Bros. Ltd., 1950. 652p. pp. 569-593. 





The article is concerned with the problem of educational and occupational opportu- 
nities in pre-war and post-war Japan. The author, in the first place, analyses in detail 
the various limitations imposed on educational and occupational freedom of the Japanese 
people before World War II. Democratization of Japan has started by providing that all 
people shall have equal rights to education and employment. He observes that the funda- 
mental redistribution of wealth, a series of purges of able people and decentralization of 
educational control will be of great significance to the pattern of selection of schools and 
occupations, But he concludes that it will require at least another generation to determine 
what the final results uf the reform will be on this pattern. 
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Educational Finance and Administration 








~ 


Gakko Kenchiku Kenkyukai, Mombusho (Society for the Study of School Facilities, the 
Ministry of Education). Gakko Shisetsu Keikaku no Tebiki (An Introduction to the School 
Facilities Plan). Tokyo, Kyoiku Kohosya, 1953. 420 p. 580 yen. 





One of the most urgent problems confronting Japanese education during the post- 
war years was the serious shortage of school buildings and equipment caused by war 
damage and various natural calamities which occurred after the war. Moreover, the 
extension of the period of compulsory education by three years necessitated the establish- 
ment of many new schools, the introduction of new methods such as audio-visual instruction 
and the improvement of educational facilities. 


This book is intended as a summary of studies made on school building problems 
that arose as a result of urgent demands for educational facilities. It contains many blue- 


prints, exemplifying various architectural styles. 


Japan. Ministry of Education. Bricks without Straw. Tokyo, 1950. 692 p. 





This well documented report describes the extensive programmes of construction 
and reconstruction which have been carried forward under the difficult financial conditions 
existing in post-war Japan. It covers: school building needs as shown by the 1949 survey; 
space needed to achieve minimum standard; space built with funds of local communities 
not by national subsidies; space classified by age of building, etc. 






Local Educational Expenditures 1952-53, and the Basic 





l 
Statistics of Education 1954-55. Tokyo, 1955. 127 p. 








Part I is the survey report of local educational expenditure 1952-53, published 
annually since the first report of school accounting year 1949-50. 


Part II gives the basic statistics of education for the school year 1954-55, including 
the following data: number of schools, teachers and pupils by school levels; number of 
schools, classified by the number of classes; number of schools, classified by the size of 
enrolment; number of pupils by grade; number of upper secondary schools and their pupils 
by course; number of special school pupils by grade; number of full-time teachers by type 
of position; square metres of school buildings; number of higher institutions, teachers, 
and students; number of higher education students by faculty; number of junior college 
students by department; number of teachers by position; number of graduates from higher 
institutions by course; number of citizens' public halls, libraries, and museums, etc. 


Japanese National Commission for Unesco. Educational Finance in Japan. Tokyo, 1955. 
40 p. 





The first part discusses the functions of the central government and of local public 
bodies in educational finance. Charts and statistical data are given. In the second part, 
expenditures for education in relation to total public expenditure, national income and non- 
educational expenditure are analysed. Inthe third part, educational expenditures are 
reported by sources, inthe fourth part, by school levels. Also discussed are: finance of 
private schools; present status of private school finance; public financial assistance; 
public control of private schools. Convenient for the foreigner as a review of educational 
finance in Japan. 


Munakata, Seiya. Kyoiku Gyoseigaku Jyosetwu (An Introduction to Educational Admini- 
stration). Tokyo, Yuhikaku, n.d. 240 p. 250 yen. 





The main theme is the methodology of the study of educational systems, and of 
education in its administrative and sociological aspects. The author states that before the 
war, in Japan, the conventional way of treating educational administration was to quote 
the educational statutes in force and give an explanation of the actual educational system. 
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He stresses that much more study must be done on how to approach the subject. He 
identifies many currents in this field of study and clarifies their relationship to the whole 


subject. 


Naito,Takasaburo. Kyoiku Zaisei (Educational Finance). N.p. 1950. 276 p. 250 yen, 





The author points out that books dealing with educational finance are usually 
limited to an explanation of actual expenditure by school level or by items of expenditure 
or only as the education segment of a general budget, The adequate reporting of educational 
finance must concern itself with the entire field of expenditure and income of education as 
anentity. In this book, an attempt is made to establish reasonable bases for a method of 
calculating optimum and minimum standard unit costs for public elementary and secondary 
education, based on a formulated theory of education. ; 


As Chief of the Finance Section, Elementary and Secondary Education Bureau, of 
the Ministry of Education, the author was responsible for the preparation of the Bill which 
was enacted in 1947 to guarantee the financing of compulsory education at the required 
minimum standard. This book is also useful for the historical and theoretical study of the 
methods used in Japan inapportioning national subsidies to education. 


Sagara,lichi. Kyoiku Gyosei (Educational Administration). Tokyo, Seibundo-Shinkosha, 
1953. 210 p. 200 yen. 





This book is intended as a textbook for college students majoring in educational 
administration, and a large part of it is taken up by a concise and straightforward des- 
cription of educational administration in Japan. Nevertheless, it is far from being a mere 
enumeration of facts. The author's main object is to get his reader to reflect on the 
characteristics of Japanese educational administration and, beyond them, on the funda- 
mental principles of education. 


Curriculum, Test and Textbook Problems 
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Chosa Iinkai (Research Committee), Nipponjin no Yomikaki Noryoku (Literacy in Japan), 
Tokyo, Tokyo University Press, 1950. 750p. 1,800 yen. 





A summary of findings of a survey on literacy among the Japanese, which was 
conducted by the Ministry of Education and its research agencies: the National Education 
Research Institute, the National Language Research Institute and the Institute of Statistical 
Mathematics. The current status of Japanese literacy, the influence of various cultural 
factors, the handicapping effect of the Chinese script and other factors are examined. 


Japanese Pedagogical Society, Committee on Study of Scholastic Achievement, ed. 
Chugakko Seito no Kisogakuryoku (Basic Scholastic Achievement of Lower Secondary 
School Pupils). Tokyo, Tokyo University Press, 1955. 576 p. 1,500 yen. 





Reports the results of a series of achievement tests carried out by the Committee, 
The tests were administered to lower secondary school pupils in the following four subjects: 
Japanese, social studies, mathematics and natural science. The theory and method of 
sampling, the research techniques, and an analysis of survey findings are reported in 
detail. The survey tested not only academic knowledge, but also the pupils' social 
attitudes, understanding and intelligence. 


Karasawa, Tomitaro. Kyokasho no Rekishi (The History of Textbooks). Tokyo, 
Shobunsha Book Co., 1952. 1,200 p. 2,500 yen. 





Education in Japan formerly laid great stress on textbooks. This publication 
analyses the textbooks used during the eighty years since the establishment of the modern 
educational system, and shows how they reflected the political, economic and social thought 
of each era. It explains also the strong influence these textbooks had on the moulding of 
the character of Japanese children in each era. 
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9g, Kokugo Kyoiku Koza (Thesis Series: Principles and Methodology of Japanese Language 
Education) Tokyo, Toko Shoin. n.d. 6 vols. Each vol. 300 p. 250 yen. 





This series was compiled by a special committee for Japanese language teaching, 
composed of several leading specialists in the field - M. Nishio, H. Kugimoto, 
M. Tokieda, E. Iwabuchi, etc. It is valuable for the study of the present position of 
language teaching in Japan. After the war, the Japanese language, particularly its written 
form, was simplified and reformed, with the result that the methodology of language 
teaching had to be revised. Essays in this series cover in considerable detail all aspects 
of the question and are still widely read amongst the teaching profession. 


27, Miyasaka,Tetsufumi. Seikatsu Shido (On Guidance - Fundamental Problems in its 
Practice). Tokyo, Asakura Shoten, 1954. 296 p. 480 yen. 





The author tries to trace the history of'guidance" in Japan in the light of present 
conditions in Japanese schools. He endeavours to clarify its meaning for the modern 
school, and throw light upon the fundamental problems a teacher will confront in 
practising guidance. 


Vocational Education 





28, Japan, Ministry of Education. Sangyo Kyoiku 70 Nenshi (Seventy Years of Vocational 
Education). Tokyo, Koyo Mondai Kenkyukai, 1956. 1,190 p. 1,200 yen. 





Reviews the development of vocational education during the 70 years since its 
introduction into the educational system, and presents its current status. Describes the 
development of vocational education in each era in relation to the industrial and economic 
background of the era. Presents laws, regulations and statistical data. 


Teachers' Problems 





29. Nakahara, A. and Takahashi, G. "Japan", The Yearbook of Education, 1953. London, 
Evans Bros. Ltd., 1953. 587 p. pp. 514-526. 





The authors examine the present status of school-teachers in Japan from various 
angles, covering in detail such topics as the improvement of teachers' status since World 
War II; salaries and allowances; income compared with that in other professions; 
teachers' welfare; mobility and promotion; qualifications; selection, recruitment and 
training of teachers; conditions of work; status of women teachers; social status of 
teachers in general. Statistical data are reported by years of service and age of teachers. 
The authors conclude that teachers in Japan are equipped with higher academic qualifica- 
tions than ever before, but that the number of qualified teachers is still very small. They 
express the hope that every effort will be made to raise their social and professional 
standing. 


Social Education 








30. Kokuritsu Kyoiku Kenkyujo (National Education Research Institute), Kinro Seishonen 
Kyoiku Chosa (A Report of a Survey on the Education of Young Workers). 4 vols. Tokyo, 
Kokuritsu Kyoiku Kenkyujo, 1954. 700 p. 





A report of a survey which was conducted in 1952 under the auspices of the National 
Education Research Institute in close co-operation with all prefectural and municipal boards 
of education concerned. This is a scientific analysis of the living conditions and educational 
opportunities of young workers, who are classified according to their place of residence 
and conditions of work. 


31, Shakai Kyoiku Rengokai. Shakai Kyoiku no Tembo (Review of Social Education). Tokyo, 
Ministry of Finance, 1954. 452p. 300 yen. 





Social education in Japan has made remarkable progress since the enactment of 
the Social Education Law in 1949. Public consciousness of the need for this type of 
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education has grown to a vital degree and the activities reported in this book show the 
increasing provision of facilities; public halls, libraries, museums, utilization of school q 
buildings and equipment for social education; publications, radios, films, drama, music, 
and television; youth classes and youth movements; parent-teacher associations; and 
adult education, particularly women's education. The discussion is accompanied by 
statistical data. 


Selected List of Japanese Educational Journals 





Chuto Kyoiku Shiryo (Secondary Education Materials). Compiled by the Ministry of Education, 
published by Toyokan, Tokyo. Monthly. 30p. 20 yen. 





Curriculum (Japanese). Published by Seibundo Shinkosha, Tokyo. Monthly. 96 p. 100 yen. 
Jido Shinri (Child Psychology). Published by Kaneko Shoba, Tokyo. Monthly. 100 p. 80 yen, 


Kyoiku (Education). Editor in Chief, M. Katsuda (Professor of Tokyo University), published by © 
Kokudosha, Tokyo. Monthly. 124 p. 100 yen. 


Kyoiku Chosa (Educational Research). Compiled by National Education Research Association, 
Tokyo. Quarterly. 64p. 60 yen. 





Kyoiku Gijyutsu (Educational Techniques), Published by Shogaku-kan, Tokyo. Monthly. 100p,7 
85.2 yen. E 


Kyoiku Hyoron (Review of Education). Compiled by the Japanese Teachers' Union, Tokyo. 
Monthly. 80p. 70 yen. 





Kyoiku Shinri (Educational Psychology). Published by Nippon Bunka-kagaku Sha, Tokyo. 
Monthly. 72 p. 75 yen. 


Kyoikugaku Kenkyu (Study of Pedagogy). Compiled by the Japanese Pedagogical Association, 
Tokyo. Monthly. 64p. 85.2 yen. 





Mombu Jiho (Monthly Review of the Ministry of Education). Compiled by the Ministry of Educat 
Tokyo. Monthly. 96p. 65 yen. 


Shakai Kyoiku (Social Education). Social Education Federations. Monthly. 96 p. 60 yen. 





Shichokaku Kyoiku (Audio-Visual Education), Film Education Association, Tokyo. Monthly. 
84 p. 65 yen. 





Shoto Kyoiku Shiryo (Primary Education Materials). Compiled by the Ministry of Education, 
published by Toyokan, Tokyo. Monthly. 30p. 20 yen. 














